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A JAPAN IN MINIATURE



ABOUT HYOGO

Hyogo Prefecture is located in the Kansai region, and can by reached in

less than an hour by train from Kyoto City, Osaka City, and the Kansai

International Airport. The prefecture can also be reached by bullet train in

3-3.5 hours from Tokyo.

Hyogo is a great place to visit for culture, food, experiences, and

adventures off the beaten track!

Learn more about transportation to Hyogo from airports & around Hyogo.

https://www.travelhyogo.org.e.aas.hp.transer.com/planning/transportation/tohyogo.html
https://www.travelhyogo.org.e.aas.hp.transer.com/planning/transportation/aroundhyogo.html


HIMEJI CASTLE

TRADITION & CULTURE



Himeji Castle is the largest and most visited

castle in Japan. Comprised of 83 rooms, it

was registered in 1993 as one of the first

UNESCO World Heritage Sites in the

country. It has remained intact since 1333,

with various renovations over the years.



Tea Ceremony 

Koko-en GardenCulture Located next to Himeji Castle, consists of 9

separate gardens designed in various styles

reflective of Edo-period architecture. The

gardens are designed to reflect the best of

Japan’s four seasons.

The garden’s tea house was designed under

the supervision of the former 15th Urasenke

Grand Tea Master. Visitors can participate in

a traditional Japanese tea ceremony while

enjoying a gorgeous garden and castle view.

https://www.himejicastle.jp/en/
https://www.himeji-kanko.jp.e.adl.hp.transer.com/search/4
https://www.himeji-machishin.jp/ryokka/kokoen/en/soujyuan/index.html


Koko-en Garden



KOBE CITY & PORT

FOOD & SAKE

Kobe is a port city that also serves as Hyogo’s

capital. It is known for its beautiful cityscape,

delectable cuisine, refined sake, and stylish

cafes.



Food

Stylish Cafes
Kobe is home to many unique and trendy

cafes, including a Starbucks housed inside of

an antique building in the Kobe’s foreign

settlement area. Another cafe is Freundlieb,

located in a renovated German church.

Kobe Beef
Wagyu beef from cattle raised in Hyogo

Prefecture. It is considered a delicacy,

valued for its flavor, tenderness, and fatty,

well-marbled texture. There are many places

in the city in which travelers can try it.

https://www.starbucks.com/store-locator/store/4181/kobe-kitano-ijinkan-3-1-31-kitanocho-chuo-ku-kobe-28-650-0002-jp
https://www.feel-kobe.jp/en/facilities/detail/?code=0000000358
https://www.feel-kobe.jp/en/facilities/food/


Steakland



Tooth Tooth Garden Restaurant Freundlieb

StarbucksCafe & Meal Muji Kobe BAL



Sake

Sake Brewery

Museum & Tour

Hyogo Prefecture is #1 in the production of

sake in Japan, with over 60 breweries. In

Kobe lives Nada sake, made from breweries

that together account for just over ¼ of the

sake production in the entire country.

Several sake breweries in Kobe also have

museums and/or tours in which visitors can

get a feel for the tradition and inner-workings

of sake-making. These include Hakutsuru,

Kobe Shushinkan, and Kiku-Masamune.

https://hyogo-sake.or.jp/en/
https://hyogo-sake.or.jp/en/introduction/nadagogo.html
https://www.hakutsuru.co.jp/english/culture/museum.html
https://enjoyfukuju.com/en/visitus/
https://www.kikumasamune.co.jp/kinenkan/en/index.html


Hakutsuru Sake Brewery Museum Kiku-Masamune Sake Brewery Museum



KINOSAKI ONSEN

ONSEN & RYOKAN

For a relaxing experience in onsen (hot

springs) and ryokan (traditional Japanese inns),

travelers can make their way up north to

Kinosaki Onsen. This 1300-year-old town has a

charming atmosphere, along with seven public

hot spring bathhouses.

Guests can check into a ryokan, receive a pass

to visit all seven bathhouses, and stroll through

town in yukata to go onsen-hopping.



Onsen

Hot Springs

Luxurious Ryokan

Kinosaki Onsen is home to seven public

bathhouses, each with natural hot springs

and their own charm. With both indoor and

outdoor baths, visitors can soak in as many

as they want with a ryokan-issued pass.

Guests have over 80 ryokan to choose from

for their stay in town. The traditional ryokan

rooms are known for being beautifully simple

and elegant. A stay in one often comes with

a luxurious multi-course meal for dinner.

https://visitkinosaki.com/plan/visitor-info/faq/#:~:text=How%20do%20I%20get%20an,use%20any%20public%20hot%20spring.
https://visitkinosaki.com/lodging/inn/
https://visitkinosaki.com/about-kinosaki/stay/


Nishimuraya Honkan Multi-course ryokan dinner



AWAJI ISLAND

NATURE & CYCLING

Awaji is an island located south of Kobe and

Himeji, and also acts as a gateway to Shikoku.

Guests can check into a ryokan, receive a pass

to visit all seven bathhouses, and stroll through

town in yukata to go onsen-hopping.

Awaji has many fascinating places packed into

a small island, each of which can be reached

by bicycle. Guests can try fun activities ranging

from cycling and zipling to watching a puppet

show and glamping.



Nature

Awaichi Cycling

Natural Phenomena

The island is known for Awaichi, which is

cycling around Awaji’s entire perimeter. Less

experienced cyclists and those who want to

focus more on sightseeing can from choose

a number of routes of varying difficulty.

Awaji Island is home to many interesting

spots, including the Naruto Whirlpools,

various flower parks, and Eshima Island.

Visitors can rent a bicycle from a number of

rental shops throughout the island to explore.

https://www.awajishima-kanko.jp/cycling/en/index.html
https://www.awajishima-kanko.jp/cycling/en/modelcourse.html
https://www.awajishima-kanko.jp/en/uzushio/
https://www.awajishima-kanko.jp/en/nature/
https://www.awajishima-kanko.jp/en/history/
https://www.awajishima-kanko.jp/cycling/en/rental.html


Godzilla Zipline (Nijigen no Mori) Awaji Cycling



Day 1

• Arrive in Kobe

• Explore Kobe’s port area

• Eat Kobe Beef for dinner

Day 2

• Tour a sake brewery

• Explore Kitano-cho, Kobe’s 

foreign settlement

• Depart for next destination

Day 1

• Arrive in Himeji City

• Visit Koko-en Garden

• Tea ceremony experience

Day 2

• Explore Himeji Castle

• Depart for next destination

Day 1

• Arrive in Awaji Island

• Go cycling

• Spend the night in a hotel or at a 

glamping site

Day 2

• Continue cycling, visit flower 

fields

• Go on Naruto Whirlpool cruise

• Depart for next destination

SAMPLE ITINERARIES

Himej

i

Awaji

Island Kobe



TRANSPORTATION

Big Cities Hidden Spots

Kyoto

Osaka

Kinosaki Onsen

2 ½ hours from Osaka

2 ½ hours from Kyoto

Awaji Island

1 hour from Osaka

2 ½ hours from Kyoto

Himeji

50 min from Osaka

1 ½ hours from Kyoto

Kobe

15 minutes from Osaka

30 minutes from Kyoto

Himeji

Kobe

Kinosaki

Onsen

Awaji



30 minutes

Osaka Awaji

Awaji Kobe

Kobe Himeji

Himeji Kyoto

Osaka Awaji

Awaji Kobe

Kobe Himeji

Himeji Hiroshima

1 hour

2 ½ hours

1 hour 50 min

50 minutes

15-30 min

2 ½ hours

1 hour 50 min

1 hour 15 min

15 minutes

TRANSPORTATION

Combined Trips 

with Awaji

Kyoto Kinosaki

Kinosaki Himeji

Himeji Kobe

Kobe Osaka

Kyoto/Osaka Kobe

Kobe Kinosaki

Kinosaki Himeji

Himeji Hiroshima

Combined Trips 

with Kinosaki

Option 1

Option 2

Himeji

Kobe

Awaji

Osaka

Kyoto

Kinosaki

Onsen

1 hour

1 hour

1 hour 15 min

15 minutes

Option 1

Option 2

30 minutes

1 hour





Kobe is a home port for cruise ships such as

Princess Cruise Line, Royal Caribbean, and

Holland America Line. Located at the base of

beautiful Rokko Mountains, the harbor

provides a great place to stop on one’s

cruise journey. The port has worked for 100

years as the one of the oldest harbors.

Ahead of many other ports of the world, the

Port of Kobe continues to modernize as

international travel grows.

Cruises

Port of Kobe

https://www.princess.com/ports-excursions/kobe-japan-excursions/
https://www.royalcaribbean.com/cruise-to/kobe-japan
https://www.hollandamerica.com/en_US/ports/kobe-japan.html


More Information

Hyogo Tourism Bureau

information@hyogo-tourism.jp

Kobe, Hyogo

Hyogo Business &

Cultural Center

office@hyogobcc.org

Seattle, Washington

hyogobcc.org @hyogobcc @hyogobcc.eng @HyogoCenter Hyogo Business 

& Cultural Center

mailto:information@hyogo-tourism.jp
mailto:office@hyogobcc.org
https://hyogobcc.org/eng/
https://hyogobcc.org/eng/
https://www.facebook.com/hyogobcc
https://www.facebook.com/hyogobcc
https://www.instagram.com/hyogobcc.eng/
https://www.instagram.com/hyogobcc.eng/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR89FFLmCkKS9Z087xsITQA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCR89FFLmCkKS9Z087xsITQA
https://twitter.com/HyogoCenter
https://twitter.com/HyogoCenter

